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US. Cleric
Weir Freed
in Lebanon

Minister Kidnaped

16 Months Ago; Six
Others Still Held

By RUDY ABRAMSON
and DOYLE McMANUS,
Times Staff Writers

WASHINGTON—The Rev.
Benjamin Weir, the 81-year-old
Presbyterian minister kidnaped
near his apartment in Beirut 16
months ago, was freed by his
captors last weekend, it was dis-
closed Wednesday, but his release
wass kept a tight secret because
U.S. officials hoped that freedpmy
was imminent for six other Amesi-
cans held in Lebanon.

The first word that Weir was
safe in Norfolk, Va., and in seclu-
sion with his family came frem-
Presbyterian Chwirch officials sad
was confirmed shortly afterwargd:
by President Reagan at the conclw.-
sion of a speech in Concord, N.H, -

White House and State Depert-
ment officials refused ‘to publiety
discuss any of the of
Weir’s release or what had led the
United States to believe that the
other American captives might atso
be freed. -

Not Tortured

An unidentified State Depart-
ment official told the Associated:
Press, however, that Weir said he
had been held in Lebanon through-
out his captivity and had not been
tortured. - ‘

“I'm happy for him and his
family,” Reagan said to a crowd
outside the New Hampshire state
Capitol, “but I will not be satisfied
and will not cease our efforts untit
all the hostages—the other six—
are released.” ‘
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Reagan’s comments reflected
both the Administration’s happi-
ness over Weir's liberation and
sharp disappointment that hopes
for the others’ release had been
dashed.

Weir, who had lived in Beirut for
more than three decades at the
time he was abducted by gunmen
on May 8, 1984, was reported to be
in good mental and physical health
and is expected to appear at a news

- conference in Washington today.

. Families of the six remaining
.captives, cheered by Weir’s free-
~dom, are scheduled to meet with

" Vice President Bush on

- Friday to discuss Administration
efforts to gain release of those
[American captives.

.. CBS News reported Wednesday
tha to_an in

or the

of delivering a to

_for the reiease of the other Ameri-
cans, e report could not be
*confirmed

The Administration has been
under steadily mounting pressure
"to help: the remaining hostages
Jetiiner in June and the treeing of
“Jetliner in June and the
~39 captives from that plane after
“long, delicate negotiations and the
~intercession of Syrian President
Hafex Assad.
~ 'Rumors of Weir's release had
vwcirculated since Sunday, when a
~caller, identifying himself as a
vynember of the extremist group
-Jjalamic Jibad, told the o‘:ﬂg:r:f
sWestern news agencies t
.that the American clergyman had
‘been freed.

Early in the week, White House

officials repeatedly said they could
not confirm the report, and at
Reagan’s news conference
Wednesday night, he was not
asked about the captives.

En route to New Hampshire on
Wednesday, the President spoke
with Weir by telephone for about
five minutes, promising him that
the Administration will continue its -
efforts until all of the remaining six
are free.

According to White House
spokesman Edward P. Djerejian,
the Administration had hopes until
late Tuesday that the other hostag-
es might be released .along with
Weir.,

“We kept his liberation secret

use we were concerned that

*‘making it public would interfere
- with what we hoped would be the

release of the remaining six hos- |
tages,” he told reporters in New
. “That is the basic rea-
son why we have kept that infor-
mation secret until now.
. “We haven't given up hope for
‘the release of the others, but it has
-become apparent that the other
es are not going to be re-
leased in direct connection with the
release of the Rev. Weir. We are
working to have them released as
#00n as possible.”

Administration hopes had
brightened since Sept. 10 with
Israel’s freeing of the final 119
Lebanese and Palestinian detainees
held at Atlit prison camp. They
were the last of more than 700
prisoners whose freedom had been
demanded by the hijackers of TWA
Flight 847 last June.

Although the Administration
contended that it had not bargained
with the hijackers, it was under-
stood that the Atlit inmates’ release
would come in the wake of the
TWA hostages’ freeing.

Djerejian said Wednesday that
while there was no linkage be-
tween release of the U.S. hostages
and the Lebanese prisoners in
Israel, the United States still hopes
that Israel’s freeing of the last
group at Atlit will improve the
prospect for obtaining the release

‘of the remaining American cap-

tives.

“We have hoped that repatria-
tion of the Atlit prisoners would
improve the atmosphere in the
region,” Djerejian said. “We, there-
fore, intensified our efforts when
the Atlit release occurred.”

Relatives of some of the remain-
ing captives said Wednesday that
they had been aware of stepped-up
activity and believed that the Ad-

Approved For Release 2011/08/31 : CIA-RDP91-00587R000100200085-8



Approved For Release 2011/08/31 : CIA-RDP91-00587R000100200085-8

ministration had established some
contact with the captors about
three weeks ago.

They said the State Department
had asked them to write letters to
their missing kin, indicating that
the- letters would be delivered
through intermediaries. There had
been no inkling, however, . that
Weir or any of the others might be
released imminently.

Ofﬁchhmainmnedﬂminn-.

curing Weir's freedom, the United

States had not deviated from its.

policy of refusing to negotinte with
terrorists. “I can assure you,” Die-
rejian said, “that no deal was made
and that our position on no conces-
sions edt;g terrorists has not

* Administration officials

said they believe that all six re-

maining captives are alive; but
uncertainty remains about the.:‘

identity of their captors.

the main suspects are
Heszbo (the Party of God), a
radical religious movement with

ties to the Iranian fundamentalist

regime, and Islamic Amal, an ex-
tremist. offshoot of the Amal militia
of Shia Muslim leader Nabih Berri,
a major Lebanese politician who
was a central figure in the drama
that led to the release of the TWA

hostages.
George M. O'Brien (R-IlL.),

who u:aveledtoSyrlahnmonth to :
appeal to President Assad for help,

said Wednesday that he believes

Americans are all .

e remaining
bdngheld separately and probably

by different factions, including .

some Iranians.

Robert C. McFarlane, President
Reagan’s national security adviser,
told a newspaper publishers’ meet-
ing in Colorado that there was
“fairly keen” competition among
Lebanese factions for custody” of
the hostages. Weir's release “could
intensify that competition and
make more difficult the release of
the others,” he said.

Since the release of the TWA
hostages, the Administration has
continued efforts to enlist the help.
of Syria and Iran in obtaining the
freedom of the remaining six. Ad-
ministration officials have contin-
ued to say in public that they
believe Assad has the ability to
influence the situation.

But State Department officials
said the Syrians became annoyed
with the United States after the
TWA hostage crisis was settled
because they expected Israel to
promptly release the 700 Lebanese
and Palestinian camp inmates at
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sity, taken June 9, 1985

Four Frenchmen and one
have alsd been abducted
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